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Our Values 

Dalmain Primary School’s  motto ‘Care, Strive, Achieve’ encapsulates the four core values outlined in the 

Department of Education’s Plan for Government Schools. The four core values guide everything we do. In 

stating these values, we acknowledge that words alone are not sufficient; it is actions, based on these  

values that are important. 

Our Vision 

Dalmain Primary School cultivates an environment of excellence in all areas of pursuit where staff 

members, in partnership with the community, provide a challenging, and inclusive curriculum. Dalmain 

inspires all students to lead lives that are personally fulfilling, enabling them to contribute positively to a 

global society. Students are encouraged, and expected, to take risks with their learning and to accept 

responsibility for their actions. They recognise that Dalmain Primary School is a supportive learning 

environment with a commitment to a culture of high performance and high care. 

Learning 

We have a positive approach to learning and encourage it in others; we 

advance student learning based on our belief that all students have the 

capacity to learn. 

Excellence 

We have high expectations of our students and ourselves. We set 

standards of excellence and strive to achieve them. The standards and 

expectations challenge all of us to give our best. 

Equity 

We recognise the differing circumstances and needs of our students 

and are dedicated to achieving the best possible outcomes for all. We 

strive to create workplaces and learning environments that are free of 

discrimination, abuse or exploitation. 

Care 

We treat all individuals with care. Our relationships are based on trust, 

mutual respect and the acceptance of responsibility. We recognise the 

value of working in partnership with parents/carers and the wider 

community in providing a quality education for our students. 
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Introduction 

In what was an incredibly different year, it gives me 

pleasure to provide an overview of the learning 

programs, opportunities and school events and 

activities that occurred during the 2020 school year in 

this Annual School report. Despite the obstacles and 

restrictions caused by the pandemic, our school 

community remained resilient, supportive and 

collaborative, ensuring that our students continued to 

thrive and enjoy a successful year. While not all 

planned events eventuated due to the restrictions 

imposed, many were able to proceed. This report 

outlines areas of strength as well as highlighting areas 

for improvement for our school.  

I would  like to acknowledge the wonderful efforts of 

the Dalmain Primary School staff in this trying year. 

Staff were regularly required to adapt and change to 

the varying guidelines that schools were required to 

operate under. While this was needed for virtually the 

whole year, the end of term one and the first month 

of term two were particularly difficult. In a similar 

vane, our students and school community were also 

incredibly supportive and flexible. Special thanks to 

our School Board and P&C for their excellent work 

throughout the year and to our community 

volunteers for helping out with sports days, MultiLit 

and other special events and activities. The input of 

parents and community members is crucial to our 

school and students and much appreciated. 

I look forward to working with our school community 

in 2021 and continuing to enhance the learning 

opportunities and environment for all of our students. 

    

 

Don Boyes   
PRINCIPAL 

Highlights of 2020 

 Partnerships:- 

-  Greenwood College: Year six 
transition program 

-  ECU (Joondalup): Trainee teachers 

-  TAFE: Education Assistant trainees 

-  Care for Kids: onsite OSHC program 

-  High School Students: Work 
experience program  

 Successful leadership and graduation 
program for Year six students 

 Implementation of the Sound Waves 
spelling program for Years 3-6 

 Successful introduction of the 
EduDance program 

 Individual success in a variety of 
competitions including the Australian 
Mathematics and the BEBRAS 
competitions 

 Hosting the Interschool Athletics 
Carnival 

 Continuation of the Mindfulness 
program and introduction of the Grow 
Your Mind program 

 Waste Wise Program integrated across 
the school 

 Maths in the playground initiative 

 Introduction of Kindergarten/Pre-
primary Sports Day 

 Veranda extension to the undercover 
assembly area 
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Staffing and School Structure 

In 2020, student enrolments increased slightly to 283. The classroom structures in operation across the 

school were as follows: two Kindergarten and one Pre-primary class with nine Primary classes. It is 

envisaged that student numbers will slightly decrease for 2021.   

Overview of the School 

Dalmain Primary School opened in 1990 and is one of five primary schools in the northern suburb of 

Kingsley. The school had a student population of approximately 283 students in 2020 supported by a 

professional and caring staff. Student numbers ensure a capacity to offer diverse programs while 

maintaining a close relationship with students and families.   

Since becoming an Independent Public School in 2013, the school has assumed full responsibility for the 

management of all staffing positions. As vacancies arise, this delegated capacity enables the school to 

appoint staff whose skills and experience best match our school context. Teaching staff ensure their 

classrooms reflect the standard expected by the community and provide an engaging learning 

environment for the students. In 2020 Dalmain had specialist teachers in Music and the Visual Arts, 

Physical Education and Languages with students in Years 3 - 6 studying Japanese.  

Staff Information 

  No FTE AB'L 

ADMINISTRATION STAFF       

Principals 1 1.0 0 

Deputy Principals 1 1.0 0 

Total Administration Staff 2 2.0 0 

TEACHING STAFF       

Other Teaching Staff 21 14.2 0 

Total Teaching Staff 21 14.2 0 

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF       

Clerical / Administrative 3 1.9 0 

Other Non-Teaching Staff 10 6.6 0 

Total School Support Staff 13 8.5 0 

Total 36 24.7 0 

Student Numbers (as at 2020 Semester 2) 

STUDENT NUMBER (FTE)                 

PRIMARY Kin PPR Y01 Y02 Y03 Y04 Y05 Y06 Total 

Full Time (21) 28 34 33 40 40 31 36 263 

Part Time 41                 

Note: The Kin Full Time student figure represents the Full Time Equivalent of the Part Time students  
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Student Data 
The 2020 school year was also impacted by the pandemic 

with the cancellation of the National NAPLAN assessment 

program. Normally an overview of these assessments would 

be provided in this report. Instead other data collected 

during the course of the year has been provided. 

 ACER's Progressive Achievement (PAT) assessments provide 

objective, norm-referenced information to teachers about 

their students’ skills and understandings in a range of key 

areas. Each PAT has its own proficiency scale with 

descriptors outlining the content and skills students are 

consolidating at any given point on that scale. 

Each PAT assessment provides data on student 

performance, providing further understanding around 

students’ current strengths and weaknesses, informing 

teaching and learning, and monitoring progress over time.  

 

Mathematics 

The data displayed on this page shows the comparative 

achievement of students in Years 2, 4 and 6 in Mathematics 

with the national norms for these year levels. It is pleasing 

to note that in all of the graphs Dalmain PS students have 

performed above the national norms.  

 

The ‘Box and Whisker” graphs show the distribution of 

students with 50% of students represented by the box and 

20% by the whisker at the each end of the box. The 

horizontal line through the box itself represents the mean 

score or ‘average’.  

 

Year 2 Mean  -  Dalmain PS:  103.1  

  National Norm:  103 

Year 4 Mean  -  Dalmain PS:  124.2  

  National Norm:  117.4 

Year 6 Mean  -  Dalmain PS:  131.3  

  National Norm:  127 

Students across all year levels (Years 1-6) achieved similar 

results in the mathematics area in comparison with the 

National norms. 
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Science 

The science learning area has been an area 

of focus within our school over recent 

years. The conversion of an existing 

classroom in our specialty block into a 

science lab certainly assisted with this a 

couple of years ago. This along with the 

whole school initiatives currently in place 

with the Waste Wise program and the 

Dalmain Urban Garden have also added to 

the profile of science.  

The data below reflects the assessments 

undertaken in  PAT testing of students in 

science in Years 3-6. The results are 

comparative to National norms, with the 

Year 3 information being particularly 

strong. In 2021 the plan is to trial the 

implementation of a specialist science 

teacher to further enhance the leaning 

opportunities for students in this area. 
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Reading 

PAT Reading 5th Edition is an assessment of students’ 

ability to understand what they read. The tests include 

a wide range of texts to reflect the variety of students’ 

reading experiences and to assess the knowledge and 

skills that students develop in their journey towards 

becoming proficient readers. Text types include 

informational, narrative, persuasive and procedural. 

Students in Years 1-6 participate in these assessments 

which are undertaken in October of each year. 

This assessment has been developed exclusively for 

online administration, and is completed on an iPad by 

students . 

The results from all assessments undertaken were 

positive with all Year levels inline with National Norms 

or above. The graphs included are for Years 2, 4 and 6 

students.  

Spelling 

Spelling has been a focus at Dalmain PS for several years and this year saw the introduction of the Sound 

Waves program for students in Years 3-6. Students in Kindergarten-Year 2 continue to use the Letters and 

Sounds program. 

The PAT Spelling tests are designed to assist teachers in their assessment of students’ knowledge of 

spelling. It assesses spelling skills using tasks based on written sentences containing a misspelt word that 

must be corrected.  
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As recommended in the national English curriculum for Australian schools, each spelling test includes an 

assessment of a range of phonetic, visual and morphemic relationships in words that are likely to be both 

familiar and less familiar to the focus year level. 

The assessment has been developed especially, but not exclusively, for use in Australian schools, and is 

structured so that skills across a wide range of year levels can be assessed validly. At Dalmain PS, students 

from Years 3-6 complete this assessment. 

The results of the spelling assessments carried out in Term 4 can be seen in the graphs below. Essentially, 

all year levels have demonstrated significant achievement above Australian Norms. This is a very pleasing 

result and it is hoped that this improvement in spelling data will continue to be reflected in future 

assessments and testing to be carried out. 
 

 Year 3 Mean  Year 4 Mean  Year 5 Mean Year 6 Mean  

 Dalmain PS:  107.2 Dalmain PS:  120.4  Dalmain PS:  136.2 Dalmain PS:  137.5     

 National Norm:  97 National Norm:  112 National Norm:  124 National Norm:  132 



 

10   DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Learning Area Information 

The following reports provide a brief synopsis of what has taken place in each of the Learning Areas in 2020. 

Mathematics Jennifer Kaluzynski 

In 2020, mathematics continued to be a priority area. A focus was to revise the whole school numeracy 

plan incorporating high performance and high care across all areas of mathematics (number, algebra, 

measurement, geometry, statistics and probability). The objective being to create a whole school 

numeracy plan that focuses on teaching and learning excellence. 

DIRECTION FOR SCHOOLS - FOCUS 2020 

 Clear expectations        Work collaboratively 

 Support the professional growth of teachers     Analyse data to drive improvement in mathematics 

 Building on strengths 

A main area of focus in 2020 was creating “Maths in the Playground.” This was achieved during the year. 

We painted engaging mathematical pictures such as grids, clocks, skip counting patterns, number lines 

and target circles in various locations in the playground. Students and teachers can use these to develop 

mathematical concepts in a fun and engaging way. Students can create their own games at recess and 

lunch time using these resources. The majority of the mathematics budget was expended on this 

worthwhile project. 

Staff used the Western Australian Curriculum and School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) 

resources to teach, assess and report on year level Western Australian Curriculum content. Teachers 

explicitly taught and modelled key concepts using the correct meta language across all year levels. Key 

language flash cards were created for each year level and are also accessed via the shared drive. All 

classes dedicated 25% of their school day to the teaching of mathematics.  

Mathematical resources used by staff included NAPLAN test samples, planning documents and teacher- 

made assessment tasks. Paul Swan fluency tasks and problem solving tasks are used across the school.  

We continued to develop our whole school approach towards numeracy. 

All staff are using elements of the iStar model for lesson delivery and have 

been provided with sentence starters for support. Staff are including a 

quick 5-minute fluency task during each maths lesson. 

Due to COVID restrictions during 2020 NAPLAN testing did not occur 

across Australia. 

In 2020, 82 very keen students from Dalmain Primary School participated 

in the Australian Maths Competition. Out of the 24 Year 3 students who 

participated, one received a high distinction, two received distinctions, 

eight received credits and seven students were proficient. Of the 28 Year 4 

students who participated, two received distinctions, 7 received credits 

and 16 students were at a proficient level. In Year 5, out of 14 participants, 

one received a distinction, 3 received credits and 9 were proficient. Of the 

16 Year 6 students who sat the test, one received a distinction, two 

received credits and 13 were proficient. Well done to all the students who 

participated, but special congratulations go to Rhys H of Year 4 who 

received a prize for his exceptional results and to Thomas B of Year 3 who 

attained a high distinction.  
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Science  Janine Te Wheoro 

As with most subject areas in 2020, the science area was impacted by the disruptions caused by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

For health and safety reasons, students were required to stay at home for the end of term one and 

beginning of term two was further disrupted. This, together with social distancing rules and hygiene 

routines throughout the year, resulted in changes to the planning and delivery of science programs. 

Teachers were inducted into the world of online learning using the Seesaw platform and science lessons 

were presented to students who completed them at home. This was beneficial in developing teachers’ 

skills in adapting science learning in a different environment. However, it also restricted the types of 

lessons offered, as it relied on limited household resources. Some teachers, sent home a bundle of hands-

on equipment for students to access during this time. Senior teachers also linked in online science 

websites such as National Geographic; or used selected YouTube videos. 

Many staff took the opportunity to link aspects of the pandemic into their lessons. Students investigated 

the biological aspects of the disease and how it affects our bodies. To assist with hand-washing 

procedures, all junior block teachers conducted experiments investigating the effect of soap as a way of 

eliminating germs. This included the need for washing hands for a lengthier time than usual.  

Due to COVID-19 government restrictions, many Perth institutions were closed, or had limited public 

access. This meant that excursions planned, such as the visit to the new WA Museum, weren’t able to go 

ahead. However, late in the year, many students did attend the museum with their family and greatly 

enjoyed the experiences offered. 

Limitations in the way science could be taught meant that teachers made fewer individual purchases, so 

some of the budget was redirected back into specific lab equipment for all the school to use in the future. 

This included large Earth science resources, such as volcano and earthquake models. The remaining 

budget was rolled over to 2021. 

Planning for 2021 will be guided by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the conditions by which staff 

can deliver programs. All teachers have been directed to maintain their skills in using the Seesaw 

approach in the event that students must return to online learning. 

An exciting development for 2021 is the addition of a specialist teacher role for the science learning area. 

This will mean that all science lessons will be held in the science lab and will certainly raise the profile of 

science within our school. It is anticipated that this will lead to greater interest and learning opportunities 

for our students. 
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English Alessandra Morrone 

The strengthening of Writing through the Seven Steps for Writing Success program (K - Year 6) focused on 

students using their ‘Writers Notebook’ (Year 1 - Year 6), and the use of ‘Have a go’ booklets. During 

School Development Days, staff meetings and Phases of Learning meetings, discussions were had around 

the structure used, continuity, and student independence in using these two strategies, providing 

students with the opportunity for self expression, intrinsic motivation, goal setting, ownership of ideas, 

editing skills and communicating a story or message. Whilst students have become more confident in 

using the Seven Steps of the program; vocabulary, generating ideas and sentence structure have been 

identified as our next step of enhancement through oral literacy. 

After researching key oral literacy strategies and approaches, it was identified that the Talk for Writing 

program would be of benefit to our students. Kindergarten - Year 1 teachers attended the Early Years Talk 

for Writing workshop in term four. All staff will attend the Primary focused Talk for Writing workshop in 

2021.  

It is envisaged that the Talk for Writing program will fill the oral literacy gap within Seven Steps Writing 

Success program, for students in Year 1 - Year 6. However, the Talk for Writing program will become a 

focus for Kindergarten and Pre-primary. 

Writing was assessed and moderated at a whole school level through the continued use of the online 

BrightPath program. Due to disruptions in semester one, the collection of writing samples through 

BrightPath was conducted only in semester two, providing teachers with data to inform their teaching, 

planning, and practices. In term four, Year 4 - Year 6 students engaged in the ACER writing assessment, 

marked by the ACER computer generated algorithm. This provided the students with the opportunity to 

practice typing their text, as well as providing teachers with a nationally graded and normed collection of 

writing samples. 

The Mini-Lit Reading intervention program for our Year 1 and 2 students, and Multi-Lit: Reading Tutor 

program for Years 3 - 6 continued into its third year. Both programs are literacy based which focus on 

teaching students that are having difficulty with learning to read and reading fluency. The effectiveness of 

these programs was reviewed with staff and the school board throughout the year, acknowledging 

improvements in students confidence, reading and writing application and connections with both Reading 

Intervention programmes and the classroom based synthetic phonics programs, Letters and Sounds 

and  Sound Waves. 
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Cross setting of spelling/phonics groups continued within junior primary, providing targeted teaching at 

the students’ level. Years 3 - 6 taught spelling using the Sound Waves program with differentiation within 

year level extension words and activities. Spelling diagnostic assessment in term one for Year 3 - Year 6 

was conducted, with the assessment being repeated next year. ACER PAT Spelling data (Year 3 - Year 6), 

gathered in term four was reviewed with a focus on longitudinal data at cohort and individual student 

level. An aspirational model was identified with targets for students strengthened.  

The Reading Tutors for the Multi-Lit: Reading Tutor program continued to be sourced through the 

EdConnect Volunteer program and regular training continued to be provided. ACER PAT Reading (PP - 

Year 6) and the use of PM Benchmark Reading Behaviour assessments in Year 1 - Year 2, continues to 

support the ongoing review of student progress. 

In 2021, the school will focus on strengthening students oral literacy, with the introduction of the Talk for 

Writing program. Staff will attend workshops and possibly visit other schools during the year. In addition 

to this training, staff will also participate in Learning Difficulties and Assisted Technology workshops to 

support the teaching and  learning of the curriculum. The use of BrightPath will continue, and the ACER 

online Writing assessment tool will be available to Years 4 - 6 students. The Reading Intervention 

programs, Mini-Lit and Multi-Lit: Reading Tutor program will continue, with the volunteer Tutors being 

provided training in the area of understanding Learning Difficulties. Teachers will continue to develop 

their skills and understanding in using the ACER PAT data to drive targets and teaching practices. The 

Sound Waves diagnostic assessment due to be completed in term one will be reviewed as part of our 

whole school spelling focus. 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)  Kirsten Phoenix & Suzanne Orchard 

For the first time, all classroom teachers had access to the online learning program; Inquisitive. This 

platform provided teachers with engaging lessons that covered all outcomes across the WA HASS 

curriculum. Feedback from students was positive. Teachers found the program to be valuable and 

assisted teacher planning time, with all appropriate resources and assessment tools being included. 

   

Geography 
Geography was taught across all year levels however, it was not reported on due to Department of 

Education changes made as a result of COVID-19. Teachers used the Western Australian Curriculum and 

SCSA Judging Standards from HASS in K-6. Students were taught geography using an inquiry based 

learning approach. Informational technology was used extensively across all year levels for research and 

engagement in the Inquisitive learning program. An awareness and appreciation of the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander cultures continued to be fostered, which included the important relationship 

Aboriginal people have with their native land. This tied in with the Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company 

incursion.  

From an environmental perspective, Dalmain continued to be both a Waterwise and Wastewise School. 

Sustainability remained a whole school focus and the DUG was extensively utilised by classes to pursue 

and reinforce this concept. Classes were regularly involved in rostered jobs, along with parent helpers. 

Fruit and vegetables were sold to the school community.  

English Alessandra Morrone 
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Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)  Kirsten Phoenix & Suzanne Orchard 

Some produce was given to the canteen to utilise, or for class cooking tasks. Dalmain continued to recycle 

paper and batteries and the school maintained a REMIDA membership. Towards the end of the year, 

students were encouraged to collect and bring in plastic bottles and cans as a Containers for Change 

fundraiser for the P&C. Using containers instead of plastic and packaged foods in order to minimise 

landfill was also encouraged with the Student Waste Wise Committee handing out Nude Food Dockets to 

those students seen to be doing the right thing. We continued to be a Water Wise school with our water 

wise plan being submitted to the Water Corporation of WA in Term 1. Students are mindful of climate 

change, its impact on the environment and how water is a valuable resource. They are constantly 

encouraged to be water wise as well as waste wise. An Indigenous guest speaker from the Water 

Corporation taught students and staff the significance of water in Aboriginal culture. This incursion 

proved to be a valuable experience as it enhanced classroom learning programs. 

History 
As per previous years, History was taught and reported on in Semester 2 guided by the Western 

Australian Curriculum and SCSA Judging Standards. All students across the school engaged in various 

learning experiences with evidence of this being displayed in the classrooms and library.  

Using the funding we received from the PALS (Partnership, Acceptance, Learning, Sharing) grant, the cost 

of the Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company incursion performing Bilya Kaatijin was subsidised. This was a 

performance that catered for the whole school (K-6) exploring the importance of accepting others, the 

power of empathy and the impact of climate change to the land as well as the importance of water to 

First Nations people around the world. Once again, this performance was well received throughout the 

school community receiving positive feedback from students and teachers. 

To celebrate Harmony Day, a committee of staff members was formed. They liaised with each other to 

create an activity that allowed all students to celebrate the cultural diversity within the school. The theme 

Dalmain embraced was, ‘We may all be different fish but in this school we all swim together’.   

All students from across the school were required to 

decorate a fish, drawing things that relate to them such as 

favourite foods, activities, family, flag etc. These fish were 

then collected by the committee and displayed in the under 

covered area, creating a large underwater display. This 

display was viewed by students at both recess and lunch 

times.  

Civics & Citizenship 
Civics and Citizenship was not scheduled to be taught, or 

reported on during 2020 but teachers still discussed and 

established rules within their classrooms at the beginning of 

the school year. Teachers encouraged positive behaviours 

and values at all times both in and out of the classroom. 

Awards such as Dalmain Dockets were given throughout the 

year to students who demonstrated impressive citizenship. 

Playground behaviours were also monitored by staff. In 

history, Year 6 students completed a unit of study on the 

origins of democracy and Australian Federation.  
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Visual Arts  Keilo Wise 

Life in 2020 gave us a new look at education and changed some of the plans for the Visual Arts at Dalmain 

PS. Despite the disruptions of the year, students were still offered tasks from a wide range of art 

disciplines including: ceramics, drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture and textiles. Students were also 

given the opportunity to engage with and respond to a variety of artworks from contemporary and 

historical contexts around the globe. 

Term 1 saw students from TA5 and TA9 participating in the City of Joondalup lantern parade. Working 

with a local artist, Leon Hendroff, these classes made fish lantern structures and a large articulated shark 

lantern. Unfortunately, due to the Covid risk, the parade had to be cancelled with the hope that some of 

the sculptures could be tied over to 2021’s parade.  

At the end of Term 1, as we went into lock down, students were invited to contribute to a group artwork, 

a ‘Wishing Wall’ at the school. Designed to be a message of encouragement and an exercise activity to 

give students stuck at home a destination for a walk, it was heartening to drive by and see many students 

taking the opportunity to leave messages of support for their friends and fellow students, written on 

scraps of fabric and tied to the fence. Thankfully, lock down didn’t last too long. 

One of the more popular projects this year was the Teesha Moore inspired self-portrait, where Year 5 

and 6 students combined painting, drawing, embellishment, lettering and collage to create a mixed media 

artwork. With an emphasis on who they were and what they liked, students created a self-portrait poster 

with a quote that they felt resonated with them. They started by choosing a colour which they thought 

represented their character, or one which was their favourite colour, and painted this for their 

background. To this they added an image of themselves, either drawn or a photo which was enhanced 

with images from magazines, and then they had to create fancy fonts for their chosen quote.  The whole 

artwork was embellished with patterns in gold, black and white pen-work. The work was insightful and 

many students responded well to the personal nature of the project. 

The on-going ‘Only One You’ pebble garden project continued with the next group of Year 1 students 

(and some of the Pre-primary students in TA1) adding their painted ceramic pebbles to the growing pile 

ready to be installed in the garden. Discussions were had with Ms Hobden, our gardener, and 

professional advice sought on the method of installation and this has now been extended to 2021.  

With the uncertainty leading into next years plans for larger scale artworks or community based artworks 

are tentative however, there is an opportunity to have a local mural artist come to speak to students 

about their experiences as an artist early in 2021, along with plans for many more interesting and 

challenging projects.  
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Music  Sue Pinakis 

The year, 2020, was a challenging time for students and teachers. It became apparent 

that involvement in the music program was an even more important aspect of school 

life, given that through the music program, students had access to another way to 

express themselves individually or together as a group. Focus was placed in music on 

providing a safe place where students could musically express themselves in an 

accepting and relaxing environment. As the year progressed, this need became more 

and more apparent shifting into online learning and back into the school 

environment.  

Music at Dalmain Primary School continued through 2020 with a program that put 

focus on children being actively involved in hands on, motivating and 

developmentally appropriate music lessons. Beginning in Kindy, students learnt about 

many aspects of musical theory and practice through involvement in games, 

movement activities, instrumental ensemble and singing. Lesson structure repeatedly 

shifting from focused learning to a variety of movement-based activities kept the 

content of the lessons easily available to children with varying learning styles. 

Students began the year with an African theme. Students in junior primary learnt some African childrens’ 

songs, games and language. Students in middle and upper primary learnt some language, games and 

West African drumming rhythms that were going to be part of a WAGSMS performance later in the year. 

We also looked at the life of some children at differing schools in Africa and the geographical location of 

nearby African countries. Some African marimbas were purchased under this theme with the plan of 

becoming familiar with the instruments and using them in our performance at the music festival later in 

the year. 

Choir students began preparation for their ANZAC performance and for their ‘Seussical’ medley of songs 

and dance for the WAGSMS festival. Preparations for this stopped as the festival was not only cancelled, 

but restrictions came in regarding children meeting in large groups. As the year progressed and children 

gradually moved to online learning at home, focus was put on providing fun activities that supported 

rhythmic body percussion to keep students engaged in the music program. Prior to the lockdown, 

students shifted into exploring ‘pen drumming’ since these were rhythmic activities that could be 

continued at home without instruments.  

On return to school, one focus was placed on catching up with theory requirements in the syllabus, and 

this involved using a variety of games and concrete materials in junior primary, and games both written 

and concrete focussed.  

Later in the year, we looked at two important composers. We looked at the Japanese composer Joe 

Hisaishi and his music from the famous anime movie ‘Spirited Away,’ and his composition ‘Silent Love.’ 

Students were able to watch small sections of the anime movie ‘Spirited Away,’ and analyse his music in 

terms of how he built suspense. Group composition work flowed on from this as students in middle and 

senior years learnt about using elements of music including the minor scale and certain dynamics to 

create fear and suspense. The music Silent Love was used for more composition work where students 

looked at how to layer melodies to create melodically sound pieces of music. The second composer we 

studied was Beethoven, specifically looking at parts of his fifth and ninth Symphonies. We looked at his 

troubled life overcoming difficulties and the fact that he composed music whilst deaf. This music was 

used to continue our learning about the difference between major and minor scales.  

Although performances were cancelled throughout the year, the choir was able to prepare and perform 

at the graduation ceremony at the end of the year.  
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Physical Education  Paul Valentino 

In what was an obviously challenging year for education, and indeed wider society, a number of positive 

steps were achieved in Physical Education at Dalmain Primary School in 2020. The necessity to be flexible 

and innovative with ‘home learning’ resulted in the creation of activities utilising the See-Saw platform 

and included video demonstrations, theory based written tasks, home fitness challenges and links to 

existing examples of sporting performance and techniques. The response to these was anecdotally 

positive from staff and families, and were in fact requested, shared and used by Physical Education 

teachers from local schools. 

The focus on creating a physically and emotionally safe environment was continued and included 

common language around participating safely, challenging themselves individually and working 

collaboratively and cooperatively. We continued to reach the school’s business plan benchmarks that “all 

students will access a minimum of two hours per week of PE activities across a range of contexts”. This 

was met via weekly involvement in a 40 minute lesson, a 60 min junior/senior sport session and 10 

minute morning fitness activities four times a week.  

We also ensured that “student achievement and teaching practice will be assessed longitudinally and 

moderated within our network of local schools”. The grade distribution below reflects the positive 

progress in this area. This analysis will continue into 2021, in combination with planned involvement in a 

SCSA Year 6 PE Moderation exercise.    

Strong relationships were continued with local PE teachers, 

including grade distribution analysis and the collaboration 

on event planning and administration. Despite the 

significant challenges of restrictions, our network of 

teachers and school leaders worked extensively to ensure 

an Interschool Athletics Carnival could be conducted safely 

and in-line with all government requirements. Hosted by 

our school, this provided our students with an experience 

that they could enjoy and appreciate rather than reflect on 

what they had missed in this disrupted year.  

Pleasing results were achieved in our modified inter-school 

sporting program. Our Athletics team finished in 1st place 

at the annual carnival for the third consecutive year, with 

strong results in the team games reflecting the success of 

our program. Student leadership was developed amongst 

our Faction Leaders and initiatives were introduced to  

provide Year 3 students with similar opportunities when 

working with their younger peers during our junior sport.  

SCHOOL / GRADE  A  B  C  D  

Dalmain PS 2019  10%  31%  55%  4%  

Dalmain PS 2020 18% 29% 50% 3% 

Local Network Schools 2020  17% 31% 51% 1% 
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Physical Education  Paul Valentino 

The introduction of a separate K/PP Sports Day was widely praised and strong feedback was received 

from families.   

Physical Education was also complemented by whole school initiatives including In-term Swimming 

Lessons, Edu-Dance, the school cross country event that focused on participation and personal effort, the 

extension of our morning fitness program and the continued support of our optional before school 

‘Fitness Club’. When possible, these sessions were offered twice-weekly throughout the year and were 

attended by between 30-50 students at each session. Positive anecdotal feedback was received from a 

range of participating students and their families.  

In conclusion, it is also important to acknowledge the highly supportive and enthusiastic approach that 

our school leaders, staff, students and families demonstrate when involved in and supporting Physical 

Education at our school. New and existing programs, activities and initiatives are always encouraged and 

this is a major factor in providing our students with opportunities to demonstrate the positive outcomes 

they have achieved.   

Health & Well-being  Paul Valentino 

In what was an obviously challenging environment for not just education but the world as a whole, Health 

and Well-Being had a prominent role in the 2020 school year at Dalmain PS. In response to the COVID-19 

pandemic our school was led by our Administration team and on-site Occupational Health and Safety 

Representative in formulating our response. Our school was diligent in applying the necessary protocols 

and policies and these were supported by staff and put in place across school activities and events over 

the entire year.  

In 2020 we also held a review of our Health and Well-Being programs, which resulted in a decision to 

define this into three key concepts of Physical Health, Social Health and Mental Health. We analysed what 

we were doing to support our students and staff across these three concepts and it was pleasing to 

outline the ways in which we support and deliver education in these contexts. 

We viewed Mental Health as supporting the ability to understand and effectively manage our thoughts 

and feelings.  
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Health & Well-being  Paul Valentino 

For our students we supported this by consolidating ‘Smiling Minds/Mindfulness’ into our curriculum, 

highlighting special events such as ‘Bullying – I’m ok day’ and ‘Ru ok? Day’, continuing the roles of our 

chaplain and school psychologist, the You Can Do It program and through transition programs for our K/

PP/Year 6 students. 

We viewed Physical Health as understanding how your body can be supported in a physical sense. For our 

students we supported this by continuing our successful before school fitness club, retaining our Monday 

Morning Walks, continuing our Crunch and Sip program, maintaining our Sun Safe school practices – ‘No 

Hat/No Play’ and holding another successful lapathon. We also participated in Outdoor Classroom Day, 

the Edu-Dance program and performance, Interm swimming lessons, the Dalmain Urban Garden and 

Nude Food program, the Kindergarten and Pre-primary Fundamental Movement Skills Program and our 

faction carnival events across all years. We had a number of staff complete their First Aid in an 

Educational Setting qualifications and all of our staff completed the asthma and anaphylaxis training. The 

school based programs were complemented by the vision and hearing training undertaken by our school 

nurse. 

We viewed Social Health as understanding how we can develop meaningful relationships with all 

members of our school community. For our students we supported this by applying restorative practice 

to support conflict resolution, the delivery of social skills within our health curriculum, utilising our school 

psychologist and chaplain and promoting a wide range of positive behaviour recognition strategies. We 

gave our students opportunities to practice and enhance these through our Nature Play and Loose Parts 

initiatives, Rubiks cube club, Year 6 leadership roles and the Edu-Dance program and performance. We 

were also conscious of supporting our Staff in these three contexts. This was done via access to the 

People Sense program, staff mindfulness sessions, an OSH Representative, COVID-19 training and 

resourcing, the provision of  Flu vaccines, staff social functions, morning teas and raffles. 

In response to obvious events during 

the year, we identified a clear need to 

continue developing and supporting 

the delivery of Mental Health 

education. As a result we identified 

the ‘Grow Your Mind’ program as a 

viable alternative, assessed it’s 

suitability and made a decision to 

implement it across the school in 

2021.  

Along with maintaining and 

developing our existing programs, the 

final step was to develop a strategy 

for creating some measurable metrics 

and outcomes in this area, and this 

will be a feature of our strategies in 

2021. 



 

20   DALMAIN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Waste Wise  Jane Ridley 

Dalmain Primary School has been an accredited Waste Wise school for six years. Through our Waste Wise 

education programs K-6, we continue to model sustainable behaviours and reinforce positive 

environmental values and attitudes in both students and the wider school community.  

In late 2020, a whole school sustainability plan was developed in consultation with Dalmain staff, 

including classrooms, specialist teachers and administration. This plan is reflective of the School 

Curriculum and Standards Authority, Education for Sustainability and will be trailed throughout 2021. A 

range of reduction, recycling, collection roles and improving the biodiversity at Dalmain are included in 

the plan.  

Dalmain Primary School places a great deal of importance on students developing sound waste avoidance 

and recovery knowledge, skills and values. This is best achieved through student involvement and 

ownership and is highlighted in the following 2020 focus areas: 

 A new labelled and coloured bin system was introduced. Students can individually make a 
difference by changing simple behaviours, like choosing the correct bin for their waste:  
blue - paper and cardboard, green - compost, red - general waste. 

 Senior students prepared garden beds for planting, using our compost and added other organic 
matter to improve the soil quality in the DUG. They compared the difference in soil quality and 
improvement in absorbing and storing water following this preparation.  

 Students from K-6 were involved in watering and maintenance of the vegetable crops in the 
DUG. 

 In July, Year 4 students were responsible for the building, maintaining and watering of their 
Potato Towers, resulting in a small yield of potatoes.  

 Our Sustainability Leaders regularly harvested and assisted in the selling of produce and 
provided fresh vegetables for the canteen menu. 

 Year 5 & 6 students undertook a big project; filling and preparing new garden beds outside their 
classrooms. This area will provide ongoing planting and growing areas for the senior students to 
develop, maintain and use.  
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In October, Year 4 students participated in a waste audit conducted by Waste Wise Schools. The audit 

revealed the following results: 

 In 2019, 151kg of fruit /veg scraps were being thrown into landfill each year but this has reduced 
to 49kg in 2020.  

 106 pieces of whole fruits are being thrown out to landfill per year, a reduction from last year by 
over 100  pieces. 

 103 kg of food scraps are being thrown out in general waste every year, a reduction of 524kg from 
last audit. Further investigation needs to be measured on a canteen day. 

 Hard plastic waste going to landfill, has reduced from 5,846 pieces in 2019 to 1,488 pieces in 
2020. 

 8, 292 wrappers (chips, lollies, ice-creams) are being thrown out per year! This is a significant 
reduction from 2019 where students were throwing out 24,180 wrappers per year.  

 In total we are sending 399kg of rubbish to landfill per year, a reduction of over 1000kg per year. 

 44% of school's waste to landfill is food. 

Favourable improvements from the audit continue to support the following strategies:  

 Students take home their left overs so that parents 

know what hasn’t been eaten. 

 Students are involved in packing their own lunches.  

 Continue with lunch play first, followed by eating. 

 Investigate why whole fruits & other food scraps 

are being thrown out and some strategies to 

prevent this happening. 

 Re-audit in 12 months to evaluate the effectiveness 

of our program on a canteen day. 

Waste Wise  Jane Ridley 

Dalmain Primary School Waste Audit Breakdown (by weight) 
for one canteen free day of waste 19/10/2020 
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Technologies  Kaylie King & Kara Orr 

This year saw online learning introduced across our school. 

Dalmain very quickly adapted to an online way of teaching 

and learning. The platform used to deliver online learning 

was ‘Seesaw’. Teachers created learning activities for 

students to complete online. This tool was found to be a 

great way to communicate with families. Teachers and 

students are able to record and share what's happening in 

the classroom. Seesaw allows students to be creative and 

learn how to use technology.  

During Semester One, all years focussed on the Engineering 

strand of Design Technologies. As part of our exploration of 

this process, students in TA1 and TA2 were asked to apply 

their knowledge to create their own spinning toy for a small 

child to use.  

‘Foosball Tables’ were created using the students’ 

knowledge and understanding of the Engineering Design 

Process in TA7 and TA8.  

Students in TA9 had a busy time exploring the Engineering 

process through the creation of Solar Ovens and the 

‘Motorbike’ STEM challenge.  

Through continuously learning and exploring the areas of 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 

the students are using their abilities to ‘imagine, plan, 

create, improve and ask’ during their Design and 

Technologies projects.   

In Semester Two the focus was on Digital Technologies. Term 

3 started off with all teachers being involved in a variety of 

challenges using the ‘Sphero Robots’. A favourite activity 

during the course of this day was the ‘Sphero Soccer 

Tournament’.  

The students in Kindergarten - Year 1 used the online app 

called ‘ELLA’ which focuses on teaching Japanese in the Early 

Years. All students thoroughly enjoyed working 

independently on the iPads and developing their awareness 

of Japanese language skills.  

Many digital technology activities were explored throughout 

the school. Some examples of this included looking at the 

digital parts of a computer, creating a PowerPoint, exploring 

the Bee-Bots and Dash Robots and using the Sphero’s to 

complete set tasks and challenges ensuring all criteria was 

met. As a school we are looking forward to continuing the 

use of the Seesaw app to communicate effectively with 

students and families in 2021.  
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Languages (Japanese)  Nick Archbold 

Dalmain Primary School continues to provide students with a broad, well-rounded curriculum to instill in 

them the values and skills necessary for global citizenship. To this end, the Languages (Japanese) program 

is integrated into the whole school program through collaboration with classroom and specialist teachers. 

Whenever possible courses are based around authentic cultural content as reflected in the use of the 

Japanese Kendama toy which is highly motivating to students of all Year levels. In 2020 Kendama enjoyed 

huge popularity throughout the school, with many students purchasing their own Kendama and working 

in groups to improve their skills during recess and lunch breaks. 

The response to the COVID-19 virus presented immense challenges to all staff in how best to present 

courses through both online and in-school contexts. ICT has been an integral part of how this Learning 

Area is presented in the school over the past few years. The challenges of providing Languages content 

for home learning offered an opportunity to develop and enhance the use of digital technologies in 

Languages to create lessons based in the current curriculum that were equally applicable to both learning 

contexts and are now in continued use as they are engaging and effective. The Languages assembly 

usually held in Term 4 has over past years been a good opportunity to showcase student achievement. 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, there was no assembly in 2020. 

ELLA (Early Learning Languages Australia) was introduced in Pre-primary 

in 2019 and the tablet based program followed the students into Year 1 

in 2020 and will continue into Year 2 in 2021.This has met with a positive 

response from parents in the Early Primary years. In response to this 

positive reception, the decision was taken to introduce face to face 

teaching of Languages to Pre-primary, Year 1 and Year 2 students for 40 

minutes per week. In 2021 all students from Pre-primary to Year 6 will 

have Languages instruction. This now more closely aligns with the WA 

Languages curriculum in place from Pre-primary to Year 6 in primary 

schools.   

Value Adding 

Dalmain Primary School is committed to providing a caring and inclusive leaning environment for its 

students. There are a number of additional support strategies and programs that have been put in place to 

enhance the learning opportunities of all students. 

 MiniLit & MultiLit programs 

 Visual Arts learning program  

 Dalmain Urban Garden and Waste Wise program 

 Year 6 School Leadership Program and Camp 

 Greenwood College Transition Program 

 Buddy Classes 

 School Instrumental Music Program 

 Clubs - Rubik’s Cube, Crochet 

 Social Dance Program 

 Interschool Sports Program 
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Community Satisfaction 

2020 Parent Survey - Dalmain Primary School 

School surveys are carried out on a bi-annual basis at Dalmain PS. The latest surveys were conducted in 

October 2020 and involved the surveying of students (Years 5/6), parents and staff to ascertain each 

group’s satisfaction across all aspects of the management of our school. The results of each of the surveys 

were collated and analysed to identify areas of strength and areas for improvement. The data was 

summarised and presented to the School Board, P&C and  staff.   

The results were positive, with  high levels of satisfaction being recorded. The data provided for discussion 

around where changes could be made to further assist with communication and improvements. The 

parent responses are provided below with students ratings included on the following page.  
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Attendance 

Dalmain Primary School students 

attendance data for 2020 was 

impacted by the pandemic. As 

such, 2020 attendance rates have 

not been made available for 

publication as they were adversely 

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic 

and are not comparable to previous 

years. The previous years data is 

included as a reference point. 

2020 Student Survey - Dalmain Primary School 
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School Finances 

In 2020 Dalmain PS received funding from a range of sources as outlined below. Funds were allocated in 

consultation with curriculum leaders, the school finance committee and the school board.  

Budget Summary 2020 



 

ANNUAL REPORT 2020   27 

Budget Summary 2020 
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